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Blake family active in trucking business for 64 years 


BY CRAIG CLOHESSY 
Post-Record Reporter 


In a time when small, family- 
owned trucking companies are 
struggling, Columbia River Trucking 
is pulling right along. 

Founded in Camas-Washougal in 
1924 by Harold Blake, the firm is still 
in the ownership of the family, and 
fairing well in a market dominated 
by corporate operations. 

Columbia River's strength, and 
ability to survive can be tied to the 
Blake family and their long-time 
roots in the area. 

_ The family first settled in the area 
in 1910 when Roseanne and Albert 
Blake brought their children Ralph, 
Albert, Frank, Harold, Maude, Edna 
od Rose to Camas to start a new 

e. 

Albert purchased a feed store 
from a man named Blair, renamed it 
A.M. Blake Feed Store, and sold 
pn mary and grain to local 
pps Albert ran the business with 

1s two sons, Albert Jr. and Frank. At 
= 24, Harold decided that he did 
not want to work for his father, and 
Instead purchased a trucking com- 
Pany from a man named Smith. 
tion =r Blake, who took over opera- 
afte be Columbia River Trucking 

is a death in 1962, said 
raion always a strong-willed 
individual, which in the eaixdues of 


the t i 
ae ae industry was an impor- 


“The stereotype of a trucker being 
hard drinking and hard fighting was 
true when the trucking business first 
began,” Blake said. “It was a rough 
business with rugged in- 
dividualists.”’ 

Columbia River Truck prospered 
over the years. Originally, the com- 
pany was in the house-to-house 
grocery delivery business. It then ex- 
panded its market to include mast 
major items available for shipping. 
And then expanded its delivery area 
to include much of the greater 
Portland-Vancouver metropolitan 
‘area. 

To serve its expanding business, 
the trucking company moved in 1947 
from its original location at Third 
and Adams in Camas to its present 


_ location at 502 N.W. Seventh. 


The business had grown con- 
siderably by the time Glenn Blake 
went to work for his father in the 
1940's. But the industry itself was 
still considered a hard way to earn a 
living. Power steering, power brakes 
and power lift gates for loading 
cargo hadn’t been invented yet, 
which meant everything was done 
manually, Blake said. 

Unlike some businesses where the 
owner's son starts at the top, Harold 
Blake had Glenn start from the 
ground floor of the operation and 
work his way up. 

“I started out as a janitor,” Blake 
said. “I did just about every job there 


was except working as a mechanic.” 

When Blake took the reins of the 
company after his father’s death, he 
continued to build the operation. In 
1964, the firm was incorporated. In 
1969, seeing the need for more 
trucks and a larger service capabili- 
ty, Columbia River Trucking pur- 
chased Bloomquist Truck Service. 

Under Blake’s leadership, the 
business continues to do well. And it 
remains a family-run operation. 
Glenn and his wife, Alice, have five 
children; Glenn, Glenda, Richard, 
Christopher, John and Sherrie. All of 
his children except Sherrie, who 
works as a nurse, are still involved in 
the family business. Blake said he 
would like to keep the business a 
family-run. operation, but admitted 
there are difficulties in keeping it 
that way. 

“Everyone that owns a business 
would like to see their kids take over 
the business, but that has to be one of 
the toughest transitions there is,” 
Blake said. 

Blake added that the nature of the 
business has begun changing in re- 
cent years which he believes places 
the future of family-run operations 


in doubt. 
“This business has changed 
drastically. And not just in 


mechanical advancements. In the 
late '30s and early '40s, most of the 
short-line carriers were family run,” 
Blake said. ‘‘Today your businesses 


are all dominated by national agen- 
cies and the family operations are be- 
ing bought out, merged or dissolved. 


HAROLD BLAKE 


